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It is no secret that Kentucky has been a leader in opioid-related overdoses and overdose deaths. 
Currently, according to CDC data, Kentucky ranks 4th in the nation for opioid-related overdose deaths, 
behind West Virginia, Washington D.C., and Delaware, with an age-adjusted rate of 45.0 overdose 
deaths per 100.000 persons. The overall average in the U.S. is 28.1 per 100,000 persons. Of these 
deaths, the CDC estimates that 66.8% of these individuals had one potential opportunity for 
intervention. Helping clinicians have the education and resources available to perform these 
interventions is a major component of the Overdose Data to Action Grant.  

Overdose Data to Action (OD2A) is a CDC funded grant program to support jurisdictions in data 
collection, on nonfatal and fatal overdoses and then putting that information into action to guide 
prevention and response efforts. In Kentucky, the OD2A program is led by the Kentucky Injury 
Prevention and Research Center at the University of Kentucky who partners with local health 
departments, law enforcement, the Kentucky Pharmacy Education and Research Foundation, and others 
to address overdoses, specifically opioid overdoses, in the state of Kentucky. The data collected is freely 
shared online at https://kiprc.uky.edu/programs/overdose-data-action.  

What may be of importance to providers and health systems, is the access to resources and support to 
help address gaps in care that can lead to overdose deaths. With the Kentucky Pharmacy Education and 
Research Foundation, the grant employees two full-time pharmacists to aid in naloxone distribution and 
an academic detailer, who can provide one-on-one or group education on topics such as evidence-based 
prescribing and treatment practices. This service is free to the provider or health system and can be 
tailored to specific needs. Recently, a presentation on the new 2022 CDC Opioid Prescribing Guidelines 
was given to providers in Todd County Kentucky and a presentation on the American Society of 
Addiction Medicine was given at the Kentucky Academy of Physician Assistants Fall Conference. These 
are given in addition to individual meetings with clinicians across the state to discuss their concerns and 
needs when it comes to topics on overdose prevention. Throughout 2023, there will be a webinar series 
to provide continuing education on subjects related to opioid overdose prevention.  

If you would like to request an in-person or virtual academic detailing session or presentation, or have a 
question related to drug overdose or overdose prevention, contact Martika at martika@kphanet.org.  
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